
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1890] Book Notices. 125 

no side. We would be glad to accept its conclusions on the conservative side, 
if only we did not have to accept its processes, which carry with them much 
that is too liberal and quite destructive of other cherished notions. On this 
account the book is worth examining. 



The Bible and Modern Discoveries. 

The Bible and Modern Discoveries. With map and illustrations. By 
Henry A. Harper. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Co. 1890. Pp. 536. 

That there is need of a popular book giving the results of the wonderful 
discoveries of the last twenty-five years in lands whose history is connected 
with that of Biblical history is very certain; that this book, which aims to do 
this thing, has failed is equally certain. The author would seem to have had 
the necessary qualifications, if the testimony of Mr. Besant, who writes an 
introduction is to be accepted; but it must be the feeling of every one who 
rises from a perusal of the book that he has not accomplished what was under- 
taken. The material is divided into ten chapters: (i) From the call of Abra- 
ham, to the death of Joseph; (2) Israel in Egypt; (3) Joshua; (4) The Book of 
Judges; (5) i Samuel; (6) 2 Samuel; (7) i Kings; (8) 2 Kings; (9) i Chron- 
icles; (10) 2 Chronicles. One can see at a glance the faultiness of such a divis- 
ion. There is no consideration of the Prophetical books or of the wealth of 
material which illustrates them. In the historical presentation, there is no 
evidence of an acquaintance with the results of biblical science. The style is 
execrable, not adapted either to the wants of the average Sunday school 
teacher, for whom the book would seem to have been intended, or to those of 
the better informed student, though much of the material will be of value only 
to such a one. There is no index of Bible texts; but a list of authorities con- 
sulted many of which were long ago antiquated. This book is a fair specimen 
of what an unscientific mind will do with scientific material. It is a warning 
to some men, to let such work alone, and to scientists, to do their own popu- 
larizing. 



Barnes' Handbook of Bible Biography. 

Handbook of Bible Biography. By Rev. C. R. Barnes, A. B. New York: 
Hunt and Eaton. 1889. Pp. 546. 

The author has furnished in this volume an explanation of all the names of 
persons in the Bible with accounts of the lives and characters of those of 
greatest prominence. He has not, indeed, brought forward any new material 
but claims to have made his list absolutely complete and to have so organized 
and condensed the information furnished as to make it more easily accessible 
than it has heretofore been. He has thus put into available form and within 
a comparatively narrow compass a vast array of facts which were scattered 
throughout large and expensive works which could not well be in the posses- 
sion of most students. 

The book is furnished with such illustrations and maps as are necessary to 
make plain the principal subjects of antiquarian interest. The author has 
been at pains to cite the authorities upon which he has depended and to give a 
frank statement of the difficulties which critics find in dealing with the bibli- 
cal statements regarding the characters treated of. In this part of the work. 
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however, it seems to us, that there is a conspicuous absence of citations from 
the more recent and commanding representations of biblical scholarship. 
For example, in treating of the " difficulties " connected with Paul's life, the 
two books most frequently cited are Bloomfield's New Testament and Haley's 
Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible, good and useful books, it is true, but not 
representative of recent critical and historical investigation. 

While such a volume is necessarily a compilation, it is still a work requiring 
much diligence and research for its creditable accomplishment and Mr. Barnes 
has certainly performed his task in a way which both reflects credit upon him- 
self and gives assurance of his having done a real service to students of the 
Bible. 



The Sermon Bible. 

The Sermott Bible. Isaiah to Malachi. New York: A. C. Armstrong and 
Son. Price, $1.50. 

This volume completes the Old Testament portion of the admirable series 
published by the Armstrongs. As has been mentioned in noticing other vol- 
umes of the series, the aim is to present the essence of the best homiletical 
literature of this generation whether published in book form or not. These 
sermons are arranged according to the books of the Bible, so that they form, 
also, a running homiletic commentary. The reader must not expect to find 
much juice along with this sermon essence; but for a collection of the best out- 
lines and suggestions in relation to texts which may have been deemed unpro- 
ductive as well as for use in homiletic study and criticism, these books are exceed- 
ingly well adapted. This volume deals with an intensely interesting portion 
of Scripture, that covering the prophets, and not a few of the finest modem 
productions of our great preachers will be found condensed in these pages. 



